NOVEMBER ijio           Journal to Stella

rather than keep it till next post. The secretary used me
with all the kindness in the world. Prior came in after
dinner; and, upon an occasion, he [the secretary]6 said,
the best thing he ever read is not yours,7 but Dr. Swift's
on Vanbrugh,8 which I do not reckon so very good neither.
But Prior was damped until I stuft him with two or three
compliments. I am thinking what a veneration we used
to have for sir William Temple, because he might have
been secretary of state at fifty; and here is a young fellow,
hardly thirty,9 in that employment. His father is a man of
pleasure, that walks the Mall, and frequents St. James's
Coffee-house, and the Chocolate-houses,10 and the young
son is principal secretary of state. Is there not something
very odd in that ? He told me, among other things, that
Mr. Harley complained he could keep nothing from me,
I had the way so much of getting into him. I knew that
was a refinement;11 and so I told him, and it was so : indeed
it is hard to see these great men use me like one who was
their betters, and the puppies with you in Ireland hardly
regarding me: but there are some reasons for all this,
which I will tell you when we meet. At coming home I
saw a letter from your mother, in answer to one I sent her
two days ago. It seems she is in town ; but cannot come
out in a morning, just as you said ; and God knows when
I shall be at leisure in an afternoon : for if I should send
her a penny-post letter, and afterward not be able to meet
6  The brackets are Deane Swift's.
7  Deane Swift, Essay, 1755, p. 315, adds the words 'says he'.
* p. 83 n.2*
9  Temple was forty-six when, in 1674, he refused the secretaryship of
state for the first time. St, John was thirty-two in Oct. 1710; but he had
been Secretary at War in the Godolphin Ministry, 1704-8. Cf. p. 401.
10  Sir Henry St. John, Bart., born in 1652, succeeded his father in the
baronetcy in 1708, and was raised to the peerage as Baron St. John of
Battersea and Viscount St. John in 1716. By his first wife, daughter of
Robert (Rich), second Earl of Warwick, he became Bolingbroke's father.
Viscount St. John, despite dissolute habits, lived to his ninetieth year,
dying in 1742.                                    " See p. 47 n.SI